Lewiston Reguests
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LEWISTON ~ The town Tuesday asked for state and federal

‘legislation permanently ruling out use of the former Lake Ontario
Ordinance Works as a regional radicactive waste repository and

promising decomissioning of the site.

Supervisor James Lombardi,
who made the request at a meeting
of representatives of state and
federal officials, said the town
wants more than a letter from a
U.S. Department of Energy official
saying the plan has been
abandoned.

The town made its call for the

prohibitive legislation despite
assurances two weeks ago, from
Franklin Coffmann, acting director
of the Office of Terminal Waste Dis-
posal, that the department had
dropped the plan.
" Representatives of State Sen.
John Daly, R-Lewiston and Assem-
blyman Joseph Pillittere, D-Lewis-
ton, immediately said they would
‘prepare joint legislation for the
State Legislature.

No similar offer was made by
- federal representatives.

I . Town officials said no response
" was received from the U.S. Depart-
“ment of Energy, the state Depart-
“ment of Environmental Conserva-
tion or state Attorney General Rob-
ert Abrams. County Legislator Lee
Simonson, R-Lewiston, blasted Mr.
Abrams for “‘avoiding this issue
like the plague.” :

The Town Board agreed to send
Councilman Alvin Ogg as its repre-
sentative to a meeting in Albany
Dec. 20 of representatives of the
federal department, the state Ener-

. gy Resource and Development Ag-
ency, the state Health and Labor
departments, the state attorney
generz) and the New York City De-
partment of Health.

Mr. Oge said the purposc of the
meeling 18 to review the status of
the ordinance site ar*‘f to discuss

o bric! men.bers

. Labalee’s Clt-;

¢ &t both neemgc 10 see i tn
stm ies are the same.’

Ruling on lllegal Discharge
Of Waste Likely by Dec. 16

A state attorney said Tuesday he
expects a ruling by Dec. 16 on the
illegal Nov. 11 discharge of 700,000
gallons of liquid wastes from the

 former Lake Ontario Ordnance
“"Works.

State Department of Environ-

" mental Conservation attorney Peter
- Burke, said he is pegotiating with
. the Jegal counsel for the federal De-

R -

partment of Energy ‘to settle the
matter.” -

He said he hopes the outcome of
the negotiations will be a consent
order entered into by both govern-
ments. Mr. Burke said the state
also will be Jooking for some type of
fine to be paid by the federal
government.

While technically only a state or

- federal court can impose a fine on

the federal government, Mr. Burke
said it is subject to “‘reasonable
service charges’ for the additional
work its actions have caused. The
state department has not estabiish-
ed what amount it will ask for.

« Mr. Burke said the state and
federal governments are in agree-
ment that the Federal Department
of Energy needs the siate discharpe
;K}wnlt.
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